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EC definitive safeguard measures against 

imports of certain steel products 
 
What? 
By adopting this regulation, the EC opens a tariff quota related to the imports into the European Union 

of 26 categories of steel products. Once a quota is reached, an additional duty of 25% is applicable on 

the price of this product. 

This link leads to an EC website containing the full text of this regulation. 

It comprises 48 pages, subdivided as follows: 

➢ Page 1 L 31/27 Introduction and explanations 

➢ Page 29 L 31/55 Regulation 

➢ Page 31  L 31/58 Annex 1: the 28 products 

➢ Page 33 L 31/60 Annex 2: growth in imports for the 26 product categories 

➢ Page 36 L 31/62 Annex 3.1: list of developing countries, members of the WTO 

➢ Page 36 L 31/62 Annex 3.2: developing countries to which the measures apply 

➢ Page 37 L 31/63 Annex 4.1: volumes of tariff–rate quotas 

➢ Page 47 L 31/73 Annex 4.2: volumes of global tariff–rate quotas per trimester 

Which products? 
The regulation of the European Commission lists 28 product categories (see annex 1). 

26 of them are affected by this measure. No tariff quota is imposed for categories 11 and 23. 

All customs codes (CN codes) of the products concerned are listed in annexes 1 and 4.1 of the 

regulation. 

From which countries ? 
The definitive safeguard measures apply to imports of the concerned products from all countries 

outside the EU. Some countries, however, are not subject to them: Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein; as 

well as Botswana, Cameroon, Eswatini (formerly Swaziland), Fiji, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Lesotho, 

Mozambique, Namibia and South Africa. To all the above countries, these measures are not applicable. 

Besides, the "developing countries" members of the WTO (see list in annex 3.1) are also exempt from 

safeguard measures, except for imports from these countries of well-defined product categories. 

Whenever, in annex 3.2, the name of a developing country is followed by an "X" in the column listing 

each of the 26 product categories, the safeguard measures are applicable to these product categories 

imported from the country concerned. 

Country-specific and global quotas 
For 25 product categories, quotas are determined specifically by country of origin. For these 25 

product categories, the quota is each time divided into several specific quantities by country and one 

global residual quantity applicable to “other countries”. The global quantity applies each time for any 

country that is not specifically named. However, only for product category 1 (hot-rolled sheets and 

strips) no quota per specific country applies, but only a global quota, applicable to “all third countries”. 

 

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R0159&from=EN
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Yearly and quarterly quotas 
Annex 4.1 lists the volume of country-specific quotas per product category. These are divided over the 

following three periods: 

a) 02.02.2019 -> 30.06.2019 

b) 01.07.2019 -> 30.06.2020 

c) 01.07.2020 -> 30.06.2021 

However, the global quotas (including product category 1) are distributed on a quarterly basis, except 

the very first "quarter" which covers only 2 months: 2.2.2019 -> 31.03.2019. 

All global quarterly quotas are listed in annex 4.2. 

All of their unused quantities may always be transferred to the global quota of the following quarter, 

except at the end of the quarters April-June 2019, April-June 2020 and April-June 2021. Quantities 

that are then unused can no longer be transferred to the next quarter’s quota, but they can be used 

to fill country-specific quotas, if these were exhausted in that last quarter. 

Use of the quota 
Quotas are used in chronological order of the customs clearing of the goods concerned, this is : when 

the goods enter the EU. The date of this clearance will be decisive when it comes to determine 

whether an import still falls within the quota or not. 

Still available quota: website  
Each product category has a unique order number per country of origin. These order numbers can be 

found in the last column of annex 4.1. 

The evolution of the still available tariff quotas can be consulted via this link. 

In the table below, the six digits of the corresponding order number should be entered without spaces, 

dots nor commas. Clicking the "search" button displays the quota that is still available for the selected 

order number. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/quota_consultation.jsp?Lang=en&Screen=0&Status=&Offset=0&Critical=&Origin=&callbackuri=CBU-22&Code=&Expand=false

